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“If your actions inspire others to Dream More, Learn More, Do More, and Become More, you are a leader.” - John Quincy Adams
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Ronald Joseph Ocken
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Ron Ocken was truly an incredible man. Simple 
words cannot describe his remarkable achievements 
throughout his lifetime, followed by his generosity 
to the Kuemper Catholic School Family. He passed 
away in August, 2020. 


Ron was born in Templeton, IA the son of 
Lawrence and Mary (Baumhover) Ocken. He attended Sacred Heart School 
in Templeton, IA until third grade at which time it was determined that Ron 
was legally blind and later in high school he was diagnosed as legally deaf as 
well. He went on to graduate in 1961 from the Iowa Braille and Sight Saving 
School in Vinton, IA. Ron did not let his “disabilities” stop him from pursuing a 
degree from the University of Iowa and a Master’s Degree from the University 
of Minnesota. Ron was employed as a computer programmer analyst for the 
State of Iowa, 3M, and Thermo King in Minnesota and First Data in Nebraska. 


Throughout the years, he enjoyed ballroom dancing, downhill skiing, traveling, 
playing bridge and sudoku and most of all, his family. Ron simply didn’t let his 
challenges interfere with life.


Three of Ron’s siblings graduated from Kuemper – Robert in 1962, Joleen 
Irlbeck (deceased) in 1964, and Merle (deceased) in 1965. Other siblings include 
Alice Rupiper and Janice Wolterman, along with deceased siblings Leonette 
Schoeppner-Irlbeck, Larry, and Lavonne. Ron was a wrestler and both Bob and 
Merle followed his lead by holding impressive state records as shown on the 
wrestling board at the new Kuemper Fieldhouse. 


Ron had 34 nieces and nephews, with 20 graduating from Kuemper. In 
addition, he had 27 great nieces and nephews who are also Kuemper graduates 
and 4 great-great nieces and nephews attending or graduated from Kuemper. He 
loved following his family in their many various extracurricular activities. 


Ron designated the Kuemper Foundation in his final estate plans. He gifted 
Kuemper $320,166.84 in February 2021 and there will be another donation 
forthcoming. Upon visiting with the family presenting the gift, they shared the 
importance of overcoming disabilities and handicaps in life. Part of his donation 
will be used to include a scholarship designated for individuals with disabilities, 
helping with teacher salaries, computer programming class assistance, possibly 
incorporating sign-language into the school, etc.


Continued on inside…


Ron Ocken’s nieces present his estate gift to Kuemper. Pictured (left to right) 
are: Rhonda (Rupiper ’86) Gottschalk, Michelle (Rupiper ’78) Tigges, Barb 
(Rupiper ’73) Schultes, Sherry (Rupiper ’72) Wittrock, Kuemper Foundation 
Director Sharon Olerich and Kuemper President John Steffes.


“Thank you to Kuemper for giving me the 
opportuity to learn and grow in my faith, while 
giving me the chance to make friends and be 
involved in the many activities. Kuemper gave me 
the opportunity to be who I am and have a safe 
place where I trusted many teachers and students 
throughout 13 years. On behalf of the senior 
graduating Class of 2021, Thank You.


Brianna Lux
Kuemper Senior, Class of 2021


My thanks to Kuemper…


Ron’s niece and executor, Sherry (Rupiper ’72) Wittrock shared, “Ron had 
such a drive to succeed. His generosity was possible because he never gave up. 
He was always so proud of his family and their achievements at Kuemper.” 


Thank you, Ron, and Kuemper promises to be a good steward of your generous 
gift according to your wishes.


INSIDE…
   BIG NEWS on Msgr. Lafferty Tax Credits


  Fr. Tiedeman Joy of Giving        


Continued from front…
Ronald Joseph Ocken


“Thanks to Kuemper, I was able to learn from 
amazing teachers all throughout my career here. 
They genuinely cared about me and wanted me 
to succeed. I really want to thank Kuemper for 
helping me grow as a person. Kuemper has given 
me many life skills as well as what I’ll need for 
college. They have given me the tools I need to 
succeed at the next level and later on in life.”


Max Burnett
Kuemper Senior, Class of 2021
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Rev. Dale Reiff is tenderly remembered as a great pastor in many parishes.  Father was a generous 
benefactor during his lifetime in remembering Kuemper in his estate plans.  His top priority was 
remembering the Kuemper Foundation in the Fr. Kuemper Society Student Tuition Assistance 
and Teacher Salary Enhancement Funds.  Include the Kuemper Foundation in your Will or 
estate plan.  Contact your attorney, financial advisor or the Kuemper Foundation to learn how.  


Kuemper Pastor, Rev. Dale Reiff, remembers 
Teacher & Tuition Assistance Funds


Tomorrow, his carefully planned legacy gifts will keep 
advancing the mission of Catholic education.


Eternal Knights are those visionary 
friends who have made the ultimate 
expression of their faith in Catholic 
Education by remembering Kuemper 
in their estate plans.


Please join our growing group of Eternal Knights by calling Sharon 
Olerich at (712) 794-1877 or emailing srolerich@kuemper.org


God bless our newest Eternal Knights – Ann & Bob Lenz, Neil  and Jean 
Ludwig and John & Kate Strautman.


You can become an Eternal Knight by making a gift to Kuemper that 
costs nothing during your lifetime. Plan and invest in the future today.


 Why I Became An Eternal Knight…… 
“When we were approached to become 


“Eternal Knights” there was no hesitation. 
Kuemper has been an important part of our 
lives basically for three generations. Both of 
our families, brothers, sisters, children and 
some of the grandchildren have graduated or 
are in the Kuemper System.


“The foundation and education that we 
received at Kuemper will last a lifetime. We 
like the idea that Catholic education and 
God is present all day long in their lives and 
teachings. The teachers do such a good job!”


Tom and Patty (Eich) Simons
Tom is Kuemper Class of 1967 and Patty is 1969


Rev. Ed Tiedeman Experiences Joy 
of Giving through Gift Annuity


Fr. Ed Tiedeman passed way in April, 2021. When Fr. Ed 
Tiedeman updated his estate plans years ago, he included 
Kuemper and other diocesan institutions in his final plans. 
“When it came time to decide how to distribute my assets, 
I looked at all of those gifts and thought, ‘Why not give it 


back?’ And when I looked at where to give, I just had the feeling to give to 
the schools,” shared Fr. Tiedeman.


Father Tiedeman chose Charitable Gift Annuities to fulfill his dream of 
helping students. When Fr. Tiedeman received his annual annuity income, he 
would fund the established Rev. Ed Tiedeman Eighth Grade Scholarship. 
Following his death, the annuity proceeds to Kuemper will perpetually 
guarantee that the Rev. Ed Tiedeman Scholarship continues helping 
students in the future. 


   Thank you, Fr. T.


“We both graduated from Kuemper 
High School in 1960. All four of our 
children attended Kuemper. Although 
none of our children live in the area, 
all fourteen of our grandchildren 
attended Catholic schools throughout 
the Midwest. We feel that Catholic 
education received at Kuemper instilled 
values in our family that carry on to 
future generations. We need to give back so that these traditions will continue 
and be valuable for future generations of Carroll area families.”


Ron and Janice (Klocke) Eich, Kuemper Class of 1960


BIG NEWS –
Msgr. Lafferty 
75% Iowa Tax 
Credits
Have you heard the 


exciting news? The tax 
credit for donations to the Iowa Student Tuition Organizations have been 
increased to 75%! The Msgr. Lafferty Tuition Foundation (MLTF) awards 
tuition grants to students of qualifying families at Kuemper. Your gift 
makes a HUGE difference to our Catholic school families.


You will enjoy a generous a 75% state tax credit back with a donation to 
the Msgr. Lafferty Tuition Foundation. Tax credits are limited. 


Prayerfully consider a gift today for our students, and give yourself a gift 
as well! First come-first serve (Iowa taxpayers only). Visit: kuemper.org - 
DONATE (to make a contribution online), or return the enclosed envelope 
for more information.


75% Iowa Income tax credit, plus partial Federal charitable deduction rules apply.


Good for YOU
Good for our SCHOOL


Msgr. Lafferty
TAX CREDIT


75%
Contact your tax advisor or 
Sharon Olerich at Kuemper 


(712) 794-1877 •srolerich@kuemper.org


CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY
Extend Your Support for Kuemper Students


Beyond Your Lifetime like Fr. T!
Charitable Gift Annuities are gifts that produce income for you at attractive 


rates. Fixed payments with tax advantages can be the rewarding outcome 
for you during your lifetime. After that time, the remaining assets support 
Kuemper students.


YOU CAN BENEFIT FROM POPULAR GIFT ANNUITIES


Receive steady income payments for life; fixed rates as high as 8.6% 
(depending on age). Enjoy the smart gift that gives back with great tax benefits.


AGE RATE 
65 4.2%
70 4.7%
75 5.4%
80 6.5%
85 7.6%
90+ 8.6%


“The reason I did this, and not waited until I died, 
was I wanted to experience the happiness these 
recipients would get from the gifts.”


~ Fr. Ed Tiedeman, Carroll


Contact the Kuemper Foundation for a free personal 
illustration at (712) 794-1877 or srolerich@kuemper.org GIFTS OTHER THAN CASH


Would you like to make a significant gift to Kuemper without writing a check? 
Gifts of grain or appreciated stock permit you to help us accomplish our mission 
through smarter giving. A gift directly from your IRA or a gift to the Msgr. Lafferty 
Tuition Foundation may help you by reducing your tax bill next April. You may 
want to consider a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA) this year. For gifts other than 
cash or check, including bequests in your Will, charitable gift annuities, and 
gifts of stock, please call the Kuemper Foundation at (712) 794-1877 or email: 
srolerich@kuemper.org for more details.
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